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UPI Teem Claiming Hanoli Mas Toughened
"Ferms for Bettlement

1. ¥%e have no confidence in sither Thaler {the
avthor of this plece) or his all Communisd sources
in assessiag Morth Vietaamese attitudss toward the
way and negotiations. ‘Thaler has long had a regord
as a speculative journalist who baszes hizs materisl
on very little in the way of sound sources. Ko
wrote an itex in late October, alse based on yemarks
of a "highly ¢usllfled Communiast diplomatic aource,”
which alleged that Hanol had harilened its gtand and
would refusc to "talk"™ Lo the US prior to the elso-
tions, wven if there was a borbing hale, This waa
speculation, and the current article ssems to e more
of the same,. Much of it ia a2 rehash of wall-known
pointa, with a few new twists Lo give it a current

2, It i3 true that Hanol continues to take a
harsh and uwncompromising attitude toward a settlesent
of the war. It has pever sought a compromise sotile-
menkt. The Worth Vietnsmese want an Amarlean defaat.
Taey cannot Jdefeat the US militarily, bul they aim
eventually to achleve a political victory throcugn
U8 concesslons. This hag been thelr approach since
at least early 1966, There is no sign, however, that
Hanol has "raised the price for ending the Vietnan
waxr,” as the article savs. Hanol's terws for a set-
tlemant continue to be hased on US accestance of the
Pour Yolnts.

3., We note alse that the article's silegations
about Soviet attitudes arc at odds with what Soviet
diplomatsz have been saylng in private. As part of
its 2ffort to bring about a prolonged bombing pzase,
Mogcow has Leen peddliag tha line that Banol wvould
agres to talks "soun™ after a bombing halt. (This
point will be treatad in today's Curreat Intelligenca
pablications.)
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Herewith the comments requested
by the Director on the UPI story
regarding Hanoi's toughening
stand in its terms for ending

the Vietnam war.

4 December 1967
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1 AUG 54 WHICH MAY BE USED.
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